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EDITORIAL. 


While the much-maligned saying, “ Business as usual,” 
has its imperative and very necessary application to the 
upholding of our commerce and financial position during the 
war, one is inclined to ask those patriots who day in and 
day out decry the loyalty of thousands who are carrying a 
double and sometimes even a treble burden to keep business 
going, what is to be done if the country is exhausted by 
the drying up of her resources, and the ruin of her industries, 
we cannot but feel that the time has come for all of us to 
put to ourselves the enquiry as to where our own duty lies ? 
Many who have not the physical fitness or strength for the 
actual fighting line might yet, we believe, find room in the 
direct service of the State. We have a splendid list of men 
who, greatly loving home and honour, have sacrificed position 
and given themselves for service abroad. Are there not others 
who are great enough to follow in their train? The large 
places may be already filled, but the strain on the country 
intensifies month by month, and we can only come to full 
self-realisation as the very thought of self is slain, and the 
splendid spirit in the line, ‘‘ Who dies if England lives? ” 
enters into our own hearts. 

And those of us incapacitated by age or other disability 
may surely apply ourselves with fresh loyalty and self-forget- 
fulness to the work that is in our hands. Welcoming the 
assistance of others, whether men or women to take the 
places vacated by our fellows. The attitude of our women 
has been splendid, and if less noticeable than that of men, 
it has, we know, called for no less sacrifice and no less self- 
effacement. Are we not sometimes too blind to the magnificent 
loyalties by which the world is living just now, and shall we 
not find a glory in going on and helping on in the patient toil 
of undistinguished tasks, as well as in the more public services 
to which many are directing their lives ? 


* * * 


The reception of the circular of the Local Government 
Board, referred to last month, and of the resolution passed 
by the Library Association upon it, may be said to have 
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been generally cordial. Most of the Library authorities 
of the country have recognised that libraries have been worked 
upon a cheese-paring policy in the past, and that further 
economies are impossible in most cases. The usual course 
adopted has been to assure the local council that its library 
committee would observe every possible economy. In a few 
cases attacks have been made upon the book funds, and in the 
instance of Lambeth it has been resolved that fiction shall not 
be bought during the period of the war. By this means, 
Lambeth saves {250 a year, or little more than half the salary 
of a Member of Parliament. The Press of the country, too, 
where it has been critical, has seized upon the buying of fiction, 
and it is evident this time of stress may give the opportunity 
so much desired by certain librarians, of excluding fiction 
altogether from some public libraries. The wisdom of attack- 
ing this form of literature in particular is open to serious 
question. More than any other form it is the expression of 
the age, and has just claim to its place on library shelves. The 
two ideals which the war thus brings into conflict, emphasises 
a matter that is well worthy of careful thought and discussion 


The most startling event of the past few weeks has been 
the closing down of the whole of the public library system at 
Stepney in order that the staff might be devoted to the work 
of National Registration. This drastic step was, we are 
informed, undertaken at the initiative of the Town Clerk on 
the individual responsibility of the Chairman of the Libraries 
Committee. Stepney has a large industrial and commercial 
population ; it is a borough where a public library working at 
its fullest activity is most necessary at this time. The Chair- 
man’s statement that “‘ municipal luxuries must give place to 
national necessities,” is beside the mark, and does not explain 
how other boroughs have managed to do the work of National 
Registration without closing their libraries. His action has 
been vigorously criticised, and the libraries are being re- 
opened gradually. 


The news of the appointment of Mr. Jast to the Deputy- 
Chief-Librarianship of Manchester will be received with 
gratification by the whole of the profession. It will be in- 
teresting to see the effect on a great and conservative system, 


ire * * * 
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of the work of the leader of the most advanced school of 
librarians. It is a great field, and we offer Mr. Jast our cordial 
good wishes for his happiness and success in it. It is too 
early yet to consider what changes in the Library Association 
may result from Mr. Jast’s removal from London, but if he 
should find it necessary to relinquish the Secretaryship, when 
that event happens we shail have something to say about the 
valuable services he has rendered to the profession. 


* * * 


A rigorous examination of the many library reports which 
pass through our hands reveals a growing tendency to omit 
the balance sheet. We would suggest to our readers that the 
one essential of a library report is a detailed statement of 
how its income has been expended. The accounts are usually 
kept, nowadays, by the borough accountant, but he is usually 
required to render a complete statement of income and expen- 
diture each year for the use of the libraries committee, and 
this, we suggest, forms the necessary part of the report. 
Apart from this question of principle, such balance sheets 
are the feature of reports which is most useful to the profession. 
Especially is this so in time of war, when economies have 
been effected in almost every library, and they are best shown 
in the balance sheet. If librarians would only pass on their 
experiences to one another in this way, it would be a great 
service to the profession. 


As expected, the programme of the joint committees 
of the L.A., and the L.A.A., appear in the October issue of 
The Library Assistant. It is the work of Mr. W. Benson 
Thorne, and shows careful choice in the places of meetings 
and catholicity of subjects. The inaugural meeting is to be 
held at Selfridge’s, where Mr. Gordon Selfridge will read a 
paper on libraries in business houses. This is an excellent 
and novel subject with which to start the session, and should 
secure the attendance of all our readers who are able to be 
present. In these days of reduced staffs and darkened streets 
it is more than ever necessary that our professional organisa- 
tions should be kept alive, even at the cost of some personal 
sacrifice, 
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THE POSITION OF WOMEN IN 
PUBLIC LIBRARIES. 
By Mizpau GILBERT, Fulham Public Libraries. 


ESEMBLING the modern novel, this article has a purpose. 
The reader may remember the story of the man who having 
a fierce dog put up a notice in very large letters warning 
trespassers. A friend on seeing the placard said, ‘‘I suppose 
you have made that notice very large so that he who runs may 
read?” ‘* No,” replied the owner, ‘‘ Not that he who runs may 
read, but that he who reads may run!” Certain facts are here 
given which cannot be gainsaid ; certain opinions offered, which, 
on the contrary, may be combated. Firstly, I intend briefly to 
summarise the position of women in public libraries to-day ; 
secondly, to show, given women’s own efforts and desires, what it 
might be in the future. 

Women were first employed as public library assistants in 
England at Manchester in 1871. The salaries given were {26 to 
£80 per year, according to the ability of the assistant ; {80 was the 
salary paid to women branch librarians. Many libraries followed 
the procedure of the Manchester Public Libraries ; Clerkenwell 
was the first London Library to employ women as assistants, 
but Notting Hill was the first public library to be in charge of a 
woman. Since these early beginnings controversies regarding 
the suitability and aptitude of women for library work have been 
more or less frequent. A controversy which took place in the 
pages of the LisrARY WORLD in 1904-5 was well summed up by 
the Editor, who said: ‘‘ The practical unanimity of the librarians 
who employ women as to the general excellence of their service 
is so marked that it is impossible to resist the conclusion that 
women have completely vindicated their right to rank as first-class 
librarians.” 

Now, what are the advantages at present; given that the 
woman’s work is as good as the man’s? I will take Great Britain 
and Ireland first. In the Englishwomen’s Year Book the average 
salaries are given as follows :—-In London junior assistants receive 
from {29 to {52 per year. In the provinces {17 Ios. to {41 Ios. 
In London senior assistants receive from £58 to £95; in the pro- 
vinces {52 to £78. No woman is employed as the chief librarian 
of a municipal library system in London, though one or two are in 
charge of branch libraries, the salaries ranging from {80 to {120 
per year. In the provinces there are women chiefs, though few 
in number ; the average salary being about {110. As far as can 
be ascertained there are 3,500 library assistants in Great Britain 
and Ireland, of these 1,500 are women. These figures are approxi- 
mate. The number of women employed in public libraries has 
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risen considerably during the last few years, and bids fair to become 
almost equal to that of the men. When asking oneself why so 
few women assistants become chiefs it is only fair in addition to the 
other facts to remember that the average age of the women is much 
lower than that of the men. The women marry and leave ; the 
men marry and stay. Such, baldly put, is the position as regards 
women in public libraries in Great Britain to-day. 

I will just touch on the facilities which are granted to women 
even as to men for qualification as fully trained librarians. First 
and foremost there are the classes established by the Library 
Association in library routine ; library history, foundation and 
equipment ; classification ; cataloguing ; bibliography and litera- 
ture. Aid is thus given to a knowledge of the various branches of 
library work. The cost of each course of instruction is twelve 
shillings and sixpence. These classes are conducted orally for 
London assistants and by correspondence for provincial assistants. 
Classes are also held under the auspices of the Association in 
Birmingham and Liverpool. Thus it may be seen that taking 
railway fares or postage into consideration an assistant may 
become qualified in the various branches of librarianship for under 
£5. To obtain the Diploma of the Library Association the six 
certificates must be obtained ; a thesis has to be written on some 
original subject connected with librarianship, and a knowledge 
of Latin and one European language other than English is expected. 
An entrance fee of two guineas is demanded. Three years’ practical 
work in a library is also asked. This briefly sums up the methods 
by which the qualified municipal librarian of the immediate present 
and the future will be made. When the cost of becoming a diplo- 
mate of the Association is compared with the expense of qualifica- 
tions in other professions, it is rather ludicrous to think of the 
comments on the initial expenditure made usually by short- 
sighted librarians and assistants. 

In connection with the question of qualification, it is interesting 
to note that out of 566 certificated assistants—some of whom are 
now chief librarians—448 are men; 118 are women. Thus, out 
of two thousand men in the profession nearly one-quarter or 
twenty-five per cent. are sensible of the necessity for qualifica- 
tion ; in the case of the women, roughly speaking, eight per cent. 
are qualified. These figures are based on the numbers given in 
the Library Association syllabus of 1913-14. 

Now, I will take the United States. I have been fortunate in 
obtaining at first hand the opinions of several of the foremost 
librarians of America to-day. I will give a brief summary of what 
they say. There are about 14,000 people engaged in library work 
in the United States at the present time. About 10,000 are women. 
Some of the largest city libraries are administered by women, ¢.g., 
those of Omaha, Portland, Minneapolis, Hartford, Jersey City, 
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and others. Portland and Minneapolis are very large library 
systems with many branches, the staff numbering over one hundred 
members in each. The salaries range from $2,000 to $4,000 
(£400-£800). Large numbers of secondary cities have their libraries 
in the charge of women, particularly so in the Middle West and 
along the Pacific Coast. When it comes to the small sized libraries, 
10,000 volumes and under, they are almost without exception in 
charge of women. The large majority of subordinate positions 
in city libraries are held by women with salaries ranging from 
$450-$2,000 ({90-£400). The past ten years has seen a very 
decided growth of high school and normal school libraries, chiefly 
administered by women with salaries ranging from $1,200 to 
$2,000 (£240-£400). When writing to me on this subject a well- 
known American librarian said, ‘‘ Where you find a difference 
between the salaries paid to men and the salaries paid to women, 
you will find that the librarian is not of the latest pattern, and 
accepts without protest what is offered, lest any questioning 
of the matter might bring about conditions not to her liking.” 
Thus we see in America the women receive from {90 to {800, 
according to the position. Of course, it must be remembered that 
the cost of living in the U.S. is higher than it is in England, and 
also that much must be spent to get any return. 

I will just mention briefly the average cost of obtaining 
qualification in the U.S. There are twelve library schools in 
various States. Examinations are held for admission for which 
in States other than New York an entrance fee of {1 is required. 
Candidates must be over 20 and under 40 years of age. I will 
take the New York State school as an example. The regular 
college course is two years, junior and senior. The cost of tuition 
including lectures and fees is $150 (£30). The circular of informa- 
tion issued by the school says, ‘‘ The necessary school expenses 
are seldom less than $425-475”” (£85-95). The courses of study 
are entitled :—1. Administrative ; 2. Bibliographic; 3. Practice 
work ; 4. Technical. At the end of the course a certificate is 
awarded to each student who completes the work satisfactorily 
and passes the examination at the close. The degree of Bachelor 
of Library Science (B.L.S.) is conferred upon all graduates of 
registered colleges ; the degrees of Master and Doctor of Library 
Science are similarly obtained as those of Master and Doctor of 
Arts in England. 

It has been said that the success obtained by the American 
women in this particular branch of the world’s work is due to the 
fact that on entering the profession they recognise it as their life 
work, and throw all their powers of mind and body into the occupa- 
tion they have chosen. ‘There is no half-heartedness, no taking 
it up as a stop-gap, and the result is that they have won for them- 
selves and for those who come after them an honoured position 
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in an honourable profession.” Mr. Melvil Dewey once said 
that when he looked to the future he was inclined to think that 
most of the men who would achieve greatness as the ideal librarian 
would be women. 
In Germany women are becoming increasingly employed in 
ee libraries, and also in the scientific and college libraries. 
ear Berlin a library school has been established, in which girls who 
have passed their 16th year are instructed in all branches of theoreti- 
cal and practical library work, including shorthand and typewriting. 
The course which lasts one or two years costs 1,000 marks (about 
£50). Examinations are held, and diplomas awarded. Assistants 
with diplomas receive on an average from 2,440 to 2,880 marks 
(£122-£144), while untrained workers receive 1,200-2,600 marks. 
The majority of librarians are in favour of employing women 
assistants, and those who are qualified are much in demand. 


In Sweden, Austria, and Belgium women are employed as 
assistants. I have not been able to glean any information regarding 
the libraries of France, but the name of Mademoiselle Pellechet, 
who was the cataloguer of the Incunabula of the National Library 
of France, will ever be remembered as that of a great librarian. 


Holland possesses several women librarians. Indeed, I think 
it is fair to say that the future of municipal libraries in Holland 
lies in the hands of women. Dordrecht is a library which is run on 
quite modern lines ; an excellent example of much made out of 
little, by enthusiasm and energy combined with a love of beauty. 
Of Hilversum Library the same must be said. The salaries paid 
are very small ; usually the assistants are voluntary workers, and 
generally the work is alabour of love. Miss Gebhard, of Amsterdam, 
Miss Miuhlenfeld, of Hilversum, and Miss Snouck-Hiirgronje, 
of Dordrecht, are brilliant examples of what women have done for 
the public libraries of Holland. And others are following in their 
footsteps. I would recommend any one who cares to read up the 
progress of library work in Holland to study Miss Snouck-Hiirgronje’s 
article on the Dordrecht Public Library, published in the Library 
Association Record. To read it makes a fellow woman librarian 
proud of her sex. 

In 1913 the Council of the Library Assistants’ Association, 
believing that it was necessary to bring the present position of 
women in library work directly before the notice of the women 
assistants of the profession, formed a committee. This committee 
consisted of some of the foremost and enthusiastic women in the 
profession. It drew up a circular letter embodying the objects 
of the committee, and endeavouring to show to women assistauts 
the necessity for qualification. The circular pointed out that the 
women must qualify if the higher positions of the profession in 
Great Britain were to be open to them. The sole object of the 
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committee was to rouse women to the knowledge that the future of 
their sex in the profession, was whatever they chose to make it. 
Over 600 circulars were sent out to the assistants of the United 
Kingdom, to all those unqualified whose names could be obtained. 
The circular was well received, and very gratifying were many of 
the replies. It is known that the Committee has accomplished 
a good work. Curiosity has been aroused, enthusiasm stimulated, 
and the necessity for qualification in the various branches of 
library work has been brought before those previously quite 
ignorant that qualification was necessary or even possible to 
obtain. Even in large library centres assistants have revealed 
that they knew nothing of the educational facilities at their dis- 
posal ; extraordinary as this may appear to the better informed 
assistant. The activities of the committee have been stopped 
owing to the war, but although its work was brief much good 
has resulted. 


In an article entitled ‘‘ Women as brainworkers,’’ in the 
Nineteenth Century there is a remark on women as librarians. 
Commenting on the fact that the woman worker to be on a level 
with the man must do more than he does, the author says that the 
woman librarian must have a wider range of reading than the man 
librarian has. That is, to be where he is she must improve on 
him. If the reason is asked it is simply that the man has attained ; 
the woman has yet to attain. By this I do not mean that the 
woman librarian must compete against the man librarian. Not 
at all. That is not the way to achieve successs. Men and women 
are colleagues, not rivals. A woman librarian must regard her 
male colleague as a fellow-worker, and act accordingly. To aim 
at the highest, and to get it if she can. The best candidate to 
secure the best position, irrespective of sex. 


There are usually three reasons urged as causes for the lack 
of enthusiasm of the women assistants for qualification in their 
work as compared with the men. The apologists urge :—1. Lack 
of time and facilities for study ; 2. Need of money for classes, 
examination fees, &c.; 3. The probability of marriage, which makes 
qualification unnecessary. The first two reasons, it is obvious, 
are equally applicable to men; the third is peculiar to women. 
These reasons have all the usual grain of truth which all excuses 
have, but they are, after all, only excuses for something which 
ought to be done. Much, often too much, is expected at home of 
women who earn their living outside ; too much time taken from 
leisure moments given to household duties instead of study. The 
question of the lack of money, too, is highly important. How 
can a girl, it is argued, earning only a few shillings a week afford 
the money necessary for the classes, &c.? To this I would reply 
that the sacrifice of a luxury which seems almost a necessity may be 
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called for, but if qualification is worth having it is worth a little 
self-sacrifice. It is noticeable, too, that the person who talks 
loudest about having no money to spend in self-improvement, 
usually has more or less to waste on self-amusement. As has been 
remarked, the L.A. certificates are the hall-mark of the qualified 
assistant. That the librarian of the future must possess them goes 
without saying. Three excuses, Time, Money, Marriage, these 
three ; but the greatest of these is Marriage. What, it is asked, is 
the advantage of endeavouring to become qualified if by marrage 
all time, labour and money spent on it are lost? That is a state- 
ment I challenge. No study is ever lost. The woman who has 
endeavoured to grasp the possibilities of a position in all its fulness 
cannot by marriage lose the mental grasp and power obtained by 
such study., Whether she ultimately reaps the full pecuniary 
benefit or not, she must, it is inevitable, reap the advantage which 
will accrue to her character by using her mental powers to their 
utmost. 


I believe I have fairly stated the position of women in library 
work to-day, and I think the unbiassed reader will agree that her 
status will be decided by herself. By her own work she stands or 
falls in the future. If in Great Britain by indolence or by adopting 
the policy of laissez faire she remains chiefly the hewer of wood 
and drawer of water then she will have none to blame but herself. 
If, on the contrary, she determines to make her way and be ruler 
as well as subject then she has that also within her grasp. ‘‘ In 
nature there are neither rewards nor punishments ; there are only 
consequences."” The wise women will endeavour to qualify herself 
for a high place. She will work hard. She will protest against the 
undercutting of man. Such an advertisement as that issued by 
the Winchester authorities a few months ago is an insult to a 
qualified woman. If a corporation desires an experienced librarian 
why should it offer {120 to £150 if a woman is given the position, 
but {150 to {180 if it is secured by a man? Surely men can see 
the danger of such an advertisement. Why should not an ex- 
perienced woman librarian try to obtain the position if she so 
desires, and yet by no fault of her own, but rather by her virtues, she 
lowers the financial value of librarianship. As Mr. MacAlister 
once remarked when discussing this subject, ‘‘ It is to be hoped 
that the stale argument in justification of this injustice will not 
be brought forward that the man may have a family to support 
as this may just as easily apply to the woman.” 


Here then is the position of woman in public libraries, present 
and future. If she takes her position seriously, qualifies for better 
things, has ambition for higher, who will say that the girl junior 
assistant of to-day may not be the woman chief librarian of to- 
morrow ? Not the public, not the men, only herself. 
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THE SIGNED ARTICLE, 


ROBABLY the most effective and economical manner in 
which the work of the Public Library may be brought home 
to the general public is through the press ; more especially 

is this true in country districts, for in London and its suburbs 
the local newspaper is not read with the zest and thoroughness 
which obtains in the provinces. The value of this type of advertise- 
ment would seem to be generally recognised in practice as well as 
in theory, for one is continually finding some kind of record of the 
local library in the local press. But these records are in nine cases out 
of ten anonymous, and to the unitiated are the work of the reporter, 
while asa matter of fact they sometimes emanate from the librarian 
or of some member of the library staff ; and it is surely a mistaken 
policy for this anonymity to be preserved. 

It will be generally admitted that the signed article always 
carries more weight with it, and in the case of libraries the 
public is naturally impressed by the views of the man who is (or 
should be) the main director of the book standard in the town ; this 
position he the more naturally assumes in the minds of his towns- 
people when they see his name at the end of articles treating of 
library or book-matters. It is often an undue shrinking from 
publicity which prevents the worth of a librarian being recognised ; 
while sometimes he is too prone to be ‘‘ all things to all men ” ; 
when, were he to take a more definite stand with regard to his own 
province, the recognition on the part of the public of the value of public 
libraries would be much wider. There are districts in which the 
policy of the signed article is in force, and the reputation of the 
libraries and their staffs is enhanced in consequence. A notable 
and persistent example of these signed contributions occurs in the 
Halifax Evening Courier, in which a ‘‘ Booklover’s Corner” is 
conducted by Mr. Green, the Chief Librarian. It consists of 
popularly-written and interesting articles upon books and library 
matters ; behind the title of each book mentioned appears the class- 
mark and a letter denoting in which library the book may be found. 
This is an excellent method, and one worthy of imitation ; it must 
influence readers, and should do much to develop and foster 
a high standard of interest amongst the inhabitants of Halifax. 


An article of another type is that which appeared in a recent 
number of the Burnley News. Here Mr. W. Bramley Coupland, 
the Librarian, deals with ‘‘ The Modern Library ; its function in 
public life.” Here truths are set forth which, although long familiar 
to librarians, have yet to be recognised by the general public, who 
are trounced gently but firmly for their lack of appreciation of the 
use which working and business men and women might make of 
the public library in daily life. 


| 
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There are, of course, pitfalls for the writer of the signed article ; 
it naturally attracts more critical attention, and for this reason 
it behoves the writer to see that his article contains the best that 
is in him. The statements made must be verified, the books noted 
reliable and of a high standard ; opinions set down should be the 
result of careful reasoning, and pains must be taken to express 
them clearly in the best possible way. 

In such cases the writer has nothing to fear, but may rest 
assured that any criticism he may arouse will if accepted and 
met in a kindly and courteous manner, only result in good to 
his fellow townsmen, his library and himself. ous 


THE LIBRARY “SHOP-WALKER.” 


N a recent paper read before the Library Assistants’ Association, 

a suggestion was made that the ‘‘ shop-walking system ” 

might be adopted as a means of making libraries more popular, 
that is to say, that a librarian might take a periodical walk round 
the Lending Department to ascertain if any borrowers require his 
help in the selection of books, or in any other ways. This procedure 
would call into play a certain amount of tact and patience, and a 
few disappointments would probably arise through such kindly 
solicitude. There is, for instance, the usual old lady, whose hearing 
is very bad! Even the poor assistant has rendered himself hoarse, 
in making fruitless attempts to suggest that a fine is due on her 
book. See her now—buried between two bookcases, muttering 
to herself unintelligible soliloquies. Mr. B., F.L.A., approaches 
with dainty tread—(‘‘ Dear old soul, so like his mother ! ”)—and 
steps bravely to his doom. He beams upon her with his kind 
enquiry, and she, catching his eye, almost succeeds in blinding 
him with her umbrella, as she puts her hand to her ear, and in 
strident tones, exclaims: ‘‘ Eh! what did you say, young man ? 
I’m hard of hearing;”’ and, when the question is repeated, he 
is met with a stony stare followed by the request ‘‘ Eh! Can’t you 
speak louder, I don’t know what you say.” By this time a small 
gathering of interested spectators surrounds them, and the scene 
probably gives place to the librarian’s debécle, and the old lady’s 
triumph. 

Some nervous young persons imagine they are breaking 
one of the library rules if they see the august official coming 
their way, and on the first overture exclaim, ‘‘Oh! Are we not 
allowed to take down these books ?’’ Blushes follow, and he is left 
alone. Major G., who has frequent bickerings with his liver, finds his 
consolation (after, of course, his daily converse with a certain 
flask) in entering the library, banging the doors, glaring at the 
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‘* public servants,” pulling down numerous books from the shelves, 
and then proceeds to spend the morning at his ease. Again, 
Mr. B., F.L.A., seizes his opportunity to snare his bird. ‘‘ Can I 
assist you, Sir, in your researches? ”’ A fierce moustache helps 
its owner to snap out the classic phrase, ‘‘ Yes, go to the devil!” 

Disappointed, but still persisting, at last a capture is made, 
by the cornering of a venerable old gentleman with a white beard ; 
intellectuality shines from his brow, in fact one mutters ‘‘ Darwin.” 
He moves from shelf to shelf, his trembling fingers pass from volume 
to volume, but the great work he seeks is not there. ‘‘ Is there 
anything you require, Sir?” asks the awed keeper of books. 
and is met with the reply, ‘‘ Yes, where do you keep ‘enty’s books?” 

Yet one more instance may be mentioned. The librarian sees 
a lady with an expression of annoyance on her face, as she scans 
the book she holds in her hand. Surely this is a case for first aid ! 
After the opening enquiries have been made, the lady tells her tale 
of woe: ‘‘I don’t think it right that you should keep books 
with pages missing on the shelves, I opened this book and it looks 
interesting, but so many pages are gone. I could not possibly 
take it away.” But the book in question is ‘‘ Edwin Drood,” 
unfinished from its master’s hands ! 

There are of course many real, earnest students who appreciate 
the counsel of others, but there are always two sides to every 
question, and this is one of them. 

BUCKRAM. 


DEATH OF Mr. T. E. TURNBULL. 


EADERS of Tue Lisprary WoRLD will learn, 
with regret, of the death of Mr. T. E. 
Turnbull, of the Public Libraries, Newcastle. 

Mr. Turnbull had been in ill-health for some con- 
siderable time, but his passing away on Sunday, 
September 12th, was unexpected. He had continued 
to perform his duties up to the previous Friday. 


By Mr. Turnbull’s death, at the early age of 34 years, librarian- 
ship in England suffers a real loss. Versatile, persevering, and 
possessing a quick and alert intelligence, he gave promise of achieving 
considerable distinction in librarianship. The sound work which 
he had already done was, probably, little more than suggestive 
of that which he might have done, and was quite able to do, had 
he retained his health. 
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Mr. Turnbull entered the service of the Newcastle libraries in 
1896, and from the first showed evidence of more than average 
ability. It was soon evident, also, that he possessed an instinct 
for the work on both the literary and practical sides. As he grew 
older he read much and widely, yet not indiscriminately. Blessed 
with an excellent memory, he early possessed a wide knowledge 
both of pure literature and of the writings on library science. 
His knowledge of library technique was exceptionally good. 
Mr. Turnbull was one of the first to sit for the professional examina- 
tions. In 1903 he gained two certificates, and in 1905 two more. 
He prepared to sit, in 1906, for the remaining certificates, but an 
illness, contracted about a fortnight before the examination, 
prevented his doing so. These certificates he obtained in the 
following year. In four sections of the syllabus he passed with 
merit. A Fellow of the Library Association, Mr. Turnbull had 
conducted, during the last three or four years, the Association’s 
correspondence class in Practical Bibliography with, we understand, 
much acceptance. He was the first Secretary of the North-East 
Branch of the L.A.A., and his work in that connection was charac- 
terised by method and a valuable enthusiasm guided by knowledge. 
His influence on assistants was good; he had a real interest in 
them, and was always willing to help such as showed any desire 
to help themselves. He was, we believe, the first recipient of 
the Potter Briscoe Prize. During the last three or four years he 
had filled the position of librarian of the Royal Victoria Infirmary, 
Newcastle. 


Mr. Turnbull took an intelligent and lively interest in matters 
of every-day moment. He was interested in various kinds of 
recreation and sport. In manner and speech he was courteous 
and self-possessed. But he knew, when the occasion demanded it, 
how to give an unreasonable and objectionable reader quite short 
shrift. In disposition he was confident and hopeful. He could 
inspire in his professional brethren ‘‘ the closest feelings of friend- 
ship.” That he possessed, in a high degree, the cardinal virtue 
of fortitude was shown by the manner in which he bore himself 
during the period of his adversity, since he could scarcely be un- 
aware of the real state of his health. 


Mr. Turnbull leaves a widow and three young children. 


The interment took place at Newcastle on Tuesday, September 
14th, and was attended by the librarians of Newcastle and Sunder- 
land, and as many members of their staffs as could attend. 
Members of other North Country staffs would, doubtless, have 
been present had it been possible to give them longer notice. 
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LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS. 


Dear ERATOSTHENES, 


MR. JAST IMAGINES US OBSESSED. 


Mr. Stanley Jast is a tower of strength to our Association. 
The member who was in a hurry to appoint his successor now 
appreciates a difficult job. Mr. Jast is so provocative and not 
always right. A provocative and right-thinking man is no danger 
to our peace, because we cannot hit him back unless we are perverse. 
But a fighter in an untenable position, where Mr. Jast delights to 
stand, is a temptation to a fractious person or a member of the 
North-Western Branch. We are in danger, he said at the Con- 
ference, of being obsessed by the war. He would have us enjoy 
vision, not obsession. He advises people to study social questions, 
so to be prepared for discussing them after the war. Was there 
ever a more inexact diagnosis of our case, or a funnier remedy ? 
I doubt whether the next twenty persons I meet are obsessed 
by the war or in any danger of being so. Sometimes I think 
people take the war too light-heartedly. They fail even now to 
realise how serious a business it is ; certainly they are not obsessed 
by it. But if they are unexpectedly cheerful the reason is that 
hard work engrosses all their thoughts, not only to the exclusion 
of the war, but of their own petty ailments and troubles. The 
nation has been braced up. War obsession, forsooth! Only 
idle people suffer from it. 


WHAT NOT TO READ, 


But how funny is Mr. Jast’s remedy! He would have our 
** obsession” cured by bending our minds again to all the move- 
ments, leagues and fads which this cataclysm swept away. The 
land question? When did we hear of it last? Ages ago. The 
woman question? Military service has solved it. Divorce ? 
Women’s concern in future will be the more difficult problem of 
getting married. Mr. Jast wants to transport us to a past age, 
now forgotten, never to return. We stand between two worlds, 
one dead, and the other, as yet, powerless to be born. The war 
is making its own politics. All our energies must be directed, for 
many years, to problems of national defence. When we have 
ear-marked money to redeem the war debt, and doubled our expen- 
diture on Navy and Army, we shall have no money for social reform 
for a long time to come. This is my point: by the time the ancient 
pre-war politics come to the front again all our sociological books 
will be obsolete. Other works must be written from the standpoint 
of the new politics, the changed finances, aye, too, from the stand- 
point of the saner and less selfish men and women to come before 
the war ends. 
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THE BALANCE OF PROGRESS. 

Social reform, indeed! What reading to suggest when all 

English literature is open to us— 
‘ ‘Magic casements, opening on the foam 

Of perilous seas, in faery lands forlorn.” 
—when the grand story of England remains again to be told. 
Mr. Jast’s advice is even dangerous. An indirect cause of the war 
was our absorption in largely selfish projects of social change to the 
almost complete neglect of defence and foreign politics. We forgot 
the simplest historical maxim. The social evolution of two nations 
living side by side is regulated by the less not by the more pro- 
gressive state ; just as the progress of a fleet is determined by the 
speed of the slowest unit in it. France is the very home of freedom. 
In no land under the sun is personal liberty more fondly cherished. 
But her neighbour has compelled her to maintain a citizen army, 
even to increase the period of service in it from two to three years. 
She cannot remain in peace because Germany loves war. The 
balance of power may be maintained for a time by diplomacy ; 
but the balance of progress always operates. To strive after an 
ideal state here while a powerful and barbaric militarism rattles its 
sabre on the other side of the channel is the sure road to ruin. 

But, as I said before, Mr. Jast is a tower of strength to us. 
If we had not him to disagree with we should indeed be dull. 

INTELLECTUAL LIBERTY. 

Well, Eratosthenes, Mr. Jast has led me into a wider field than our 
affairs usually takeme. That is all to the good, for ours isa belittling life. 

Mr. MacAlister also took a wide outlook this year. In his 
address he spoke regretfully of the intellectual enslavement of 
the German people. But the older we grow the more we realise 
that liberty, about which we talk so much, is an unattainable ideal. 
We are all subject to intellectual domination, which is not necessarily 
an evil. The Jesuits, for example, held in strict subjection the 
minds of their pupils, whose moral and spiritual welfare they hoped 
by so doing to ensure. Both Voltaire and Lamartine gave the 
Jesuits, by whom they were instructed, the credit of meaning well, 
though they rebelled against their domination. Literature is only 
great when written by men whose intellect can dominate ours. 
** When I can criticise a writer,” said Goethe, ‘‘ he has nothing to 
teach me.” Goethe wrote much truth. Kings of literature rule 
many minds. Never will it be possible to estimate the effect upon 
the French mind of the clear thought, the trenchant satire, the 
sanity of Moliére, La Fontaine and Voltaire. Then how great 
is Shakespeare’s realm ; how vast the empire of the Bible! Only a 
very great man can be intellectually free. 

OUR PRESIDENTS AGAIN. 

The more I think about selecting future Presidents of the 

Association the stronger is my conviction that we were right in our 
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letter to Callimachus. The late Peter Cowell created the Liverpool 
library service. His work was sharply criticised during his lifetime, 
some librarians disparaging it altogether ; but a few people recog- 
nised that, with an unusual breadth of outlook and consummate 
business ability, he had built up a fine library system ; now, perhaps, 
a little behind the times, but originally planned on broader and 
better lines than any other system in the country. To honour Mr. 
Cowell was a plain duty shamefully neglected by the Association. 
True, we were not alone in neglecting to recognise his worth. _Liver- 
pool might well have named a branch library after him, and did not. 
But that is their affair, not ours; and what he did remains in 
Liverpool, and will be recorded in library history. Do not forget 
that in neglecting our duty to him we neglected a duty to ourselves. 
We cannot expect the public to appreciate our work properly if we 
forget to do homage to those men who have been masters of it. 
Mr. Cowell is but one of many cases. 
WANTED, A PORTRAIT GALLERY. 

Ex-President Madan, at the opening of this year’s Conference, 
congratulated us on a short obituary list. At nearly every annual 
meeting some friend is missed. Where, this year, was the tall, 
erect, grey-clad figure of Wright, of Plymouth? And this reminds 
me what a careless Association is ours. The official journal, in many 
respects, fails to be a record of librarianship, in spite of its title. 
When an old member, or a member of some distinction, falls out 
of our ranks, would you not think his portrait should be reproduced 
in the Record? Where else can we look for a portrait gallery of 
brother librarians? I suppose we cannot afford a block now and 
then. Or perhaps the portraits of old friends would make our 
Record too human. 

THE NEW COMMITTEES. 

Why are the Association Committees not selected at the 
Council held during the Conference week? This meeting is the 
best-attended of the year, and the membership of the new Council 
is known: why, then, cannot the committees be appointed forth- 
with instead of at a poorly-attended monthly meeting ? 

A SLUMP IN PRESS WORK. 

Some of our ablest library assistants have been hard hit by 
the war. The salaries paid to them in many cases being inadequate, 
they have been compelled in pre-war days to earn extra guineas 
at press work. The war, however, has taken away the free- 
lance’s bread and butter, which had for some years been growing 
thinner owing to the combined efforts of regular pressmen to shut out 
nosolicited contributors. I cannot but think this is a misfortune: 
our libraries already get more brains than they pay for. 

ZENODOTUS. 
[The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of 
the writers of ‘‘ LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS.” } 
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Mr. SAYERS ON CLASSIFICATION.* 


By Ernest A. SAVAGE. 


EVERAL librarians have told me frankly that book classifi- 

«J cation has not repaid them for the labour of applying it. 

We need not be surprised. The Decimal and Subject 
systems are defective, the former radically defective ; and they 
are therefore unworkable in their entirety. Any library now 
adopting the Decimal shoulders an old man of the sea. It observes 
none of Mr. Sayers’ canons consistently ; it breaks down in nearly 
every division; and the day will come when with much labour 
and at great expense we must.apply another classification in its 
place ; indeed, until we rid ourselves of it I do not think classifi- 
cation will be improved in England. 

But besides defective schemes, we have another cause of 
dissatisfaction. Classification has been wrongly taught, or im- 
perfectly learnt. When a teacher has delivered three or four 
lectures on classification to library assistants he discovers that 
he is wasting time. The subject can only be taught to educated 
people, and too many British assistants are not well-educted. 
The officials of the L.A.A. may protest, but, when protesting, they 
always forget that only the ablest assistants have troubled to 
enrol themselves as members ; what is their opinion of the others ? 
Perhaps it may make acquiescence in my opinion easier for them 
if I remind them that all conscientious classifiers find their work 
day by day more difficult rather than easier. The more the 
classifier knows, the less he presumes to know. The whole diffi- 
culty of classifying is in the answer to the question: What is a 
book about? A boy of fourteen can classify a book without 
any knowledge of theory, and with little knowledge of the system 
he uses, if he can define the subject of the book to be marked. Givena 
well-indexed scheme, marking is a detail ; knowing the subject 
everything. Nobody, after examining more or less carefully the 
schedules of a Paleontological classification, would try to arrange 
fossils in a museum: he must know fossils. To classify plants 
we must know, not only schedules, but plants. Yet people will 
lightheartedly attempt to classify books without knowing books. 
True, many books have titles plainly descriptive of their contents, 
but quite as many are not so explicitly named, and such books 
it is all important to classify accurately. 

That so many books have been classified by people unable to 
ascertain the subjects of them, and that we have adopted defective 
schemes too hastily and stuck to them too faithfully, are the chief 
reasons why classification has been less successful in England 
than we expected. 


*Sayers, W.C. B. Canons of Classification. Grafton& Co. 2s. 6d. net. 
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Classification, very minute classification, is essential to wise 
selection, convenient exposition, and quick service ; of its value 
then we can have no doubt if it is applied with scrupulous accuracy. 
But if we are quickly to enjoy the full benefit of classification we 
must study it more thoroughly ; above all we must study it critically. 
For this reason I welcome Mr. Sayers’ little book, which indicates 
principles, suggests progress, and stimulates because it criticises. 
Beginning with a chapter on the study of classification, the 
author then discusses canons, reviews in turn the Subject, the 
Expansive, the Decimal, and the Library of Congress schemes, 
and winds up with a short chapter on notation. He has written a 
good book, which gives the student all he needs on the subject 
before he starts practical work. Librarians as well as assistants 
should read it. ‘‘ There is assuredly no more effectual method 
of clearing up one’s own mind on any subject,” wrote Huxley, 
** than by talking it over, so to speak, with men of real power and 
grasp, who have considered it from a totally different point of 
view.”” Mr. Sayers, in writing on classification, is such a man, 
and I have enjoyed talking over the subject with him. 

On many points I do not agree with him. Sharp differences 
of opinion must occur at this stage of our study of classification. 
Mr. Sayers, for example, always assumes he is classifying knowledge, 
but he is not, and by not seeing this clearly he is likely to fall 
into a sea of difficulties. We are classifying records of knowledge, 
quite a different matter. Dr. Putnam, writing about the Library 
of Congress classification, is sound on this point. ‘‘ The system 
devised,” says Dr. Putnam, ‘‘ has not sought to follow strictly 
the scientific order of subjects.t It has sought rather convenient 
sequence of the various groups, considering them as groups of 
books, not as groups of mere subjects.” On this Mr. Sayers comments 
** This is a distinction without a difference. A group of books is 
simply a group of subjects made concrete. However composite 
the character of books, they are in general works upon subjects. 
A perfect arrangement of books is therefore a pertect arrange- 
ment of the material of knowledge (subjects) with only such 
practical adjustments (general and form classes, etc.) as the 
physical form of books demands.” In the words I have 
italicised Mr. Sayers contradicts himself. Our usual treatment of 
Paleontology (to keep to a subject I have already cited) proves 
that Dr. Putnam is right and Mr. Sayers wrong. Logically, 
Palzo-botany is a sub-division of Botany ; Palaeo-Zoology a sub- 
division of Zoology. The Subject classification is logical in its 
treatment: Paleontology is between Biology and Botany at 
Eogo ; Palzo-botany is a long way off at _Er95; Palzo- -Zoology 

¢t What is “‘ the scientific order of subjects ” ? Does anybody know it. 


To attempt to discover this order, or the ‘order of ideas, history or 
evolution”’ is only another hunt for the philosophers’ stone. 
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still further off at Fogo. In the Decimal all books on fossils are 
grouped under Paleontology. The second is the better method, 
because much the more convenient. By far the greater part of 
our knowledge of fossil botany and of fossil animals is to be found 
in general books on Paleontology. If we assume that we are 
classifying knowledge, we are bound logically to put the small 
amount of separate material on fossil plants under Botany ; on 
fossil ferns under ferns, on fossil birds under birds, on fossil fishes 
under fishes, and so on—a most inconvenient plan. On the other 
hand, if we assume that we are arranging our records of knowledge we 
shall not overlook the exceedingly important fact that these 
records have been compiled by a distinct class of investigators, 
and are intended for a distinct class of students : in a word con- 
venience makes the assembling of these books imperative. The 
Decimal not only recognises the convenience of assembling books 
on fossils, but also acknowledges the affinity of the records of 
geology with the records of Paleontology by putting them together. 

Here is another example of a different kind. In the Decimal 
classification the place for books on drawing is 740; but a large 
class of drawing books for use by teachers in schools goes in 370. 
Mr. Sayers, full of his logic and bent on grouping subjects, would 
put all books on drawing in 740; Dr. Putnam grouping books for 
use would put the teachers books in 370. These are but two of 
hundreds of examples I might cite of the truth that grouping books 
and grouping subjects are distinctive (and different) processes. 

Observe that Mr. Sayers’ book excites discussion ; always 
the mark of good work. 


A LIBRARIAN’S LAMENT. 


These verses were picked up on the floor of the lounge in 

St. Ermin’s Hotel. They have been variously attributed to 
Zenodotus, Eratosthenes, Callimachus, Mr. Robert Johnson, 
Mr. S. T. Ewart, and several others who all disclaim their guilt. 
As they were typewritten, we are unable to judge of the matter.— Ed. 

Millennial will that epoch be 

When Pacy, Shaw and Goss agree ; 

When Hutt no more ascends afar 

On pinions of the circular ; 

When Savage needs no more to weep 

The lads who cannot earn their keep ; 

When women leave our craft in peace ; 

When auditors from troubling cease ; 

When fiction from our groaning shelves 

Is read by no one but ourselves ; 

When peace on England dawns at last ; 

When our anointed Bill is passed ; 

When dawns the Day (the dream forgive) ! 

My screw enables me to live ; 

Alas! that morn will not appear 

*Till we have long been dead, I fear. 
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LIBRARY NEWS. 


| Readers are invited to send us items of news for this column. Brief 
Notes on innovations, interesting happenings, appointments and 
changes, and other local items of general interest are particularly 
welcome. | 

SEPTEMBER saw the jubilee of the Birmingham Public Libraries, 
that is to say, of the present Library in Ratcliff Place ; the movement 
had been tried previously in an experimental way in other premises. 

THE Architects’ and Builders’ Journal for September 22nd 
contains two fine illustrations of the main entrance to the Boston 
Public Library, and of the doorway into the Bates Hall there. 

AN interesting illustrated description of the library of Trinity 
College, Cambridge, appeared in The Builder for September 17th. 

Tue Librarian of the Dumfries and Maxwelltown Public 
Library has enlisted in the R.A.M.C., and Mrs. E. F. Shirley, his 
wife, has been appointed interim librarian. 

Mr. T. W. Hann, the City Librarian of Leeds, has expressed 
his views on the effect of the war on libraries to the Yorkshire 
Evening Post. He avers that the ordinary reference readers have 
decreased, but that quite a new class of readers is replacing it— 
miscellaneous readers who are ‘‘ delving in sociology, and all that 
relates to war and history.” It is interesting to notice that the 
only students who use the reference library to-day are Jews. 
There has been a noticeable return to light literature—the fiction 
percentage, which was 46.6 in March, 1914, was 48.37 a year later. 
Mr. Hand suggests a reading of the mid-Victorian novelists as an 
antidote to pessimism created by the war. 

THE Belgian Legation in London reports having received 
from its Government information that the restoration of the 
Library of the University of Louvain is to be carried out by an 
international committee composed of well-known scientists. 
writers, and artists of the different countries who are interested in 
the fate of Belgium. This committee will encourage the formation 
of national committees in each country which will take a share in 
thesorting of the various gifts of books The post of Commissioner- 
General has been accepted by M. Delannoy, the Librarian of 
Louvain, with the approval of the authorities of the University, 
and friends abroad are requested to get into touch with the 
Commissioner-General (8, Rue des Petits Champs, Paris) with a 
view to mutual co-operation. When the time comes the Inter- 
national Committee will send out an appeal to the intellectual world. 

THE Nottingham Public Library system is to be strengthened 
at the close of the war by the addition of four branch libraries 
which will be the gift of the Carnegie Trustees. Plans for three 
buildings have been accepted from local architects ; the estimated 
cost is respectively £3,430, £3,425 and £3,400. All three libraries 
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will be one-storey buildings containing general and juvenile reading- 
rooms, lending library, and staff rooms, and will be on the open- 
access system. 

For many years the Librarian of the Royal College of Surgeons 
of England has been compiling a card catalogue of the Library of 
that institution ; the war has caused a decrease in the number of 
readers, so that the work of the staff has been considerably lessened. 
This opportunity has been taken advantage of, with the result 
that the card catalogue is now practically complete. The stock of 
the Library exceeds 67,000 volumes, including a great number of 
rare works, and unique MSS., while the entries number some 
160,000. There have been various catalogues attempted and 
published by previous librarians of the Royal College of Surgeons ; 
the first being issued in 1831 ; thena classed catalogue was prepared, 
used in MS. for some years, and published in 1843. This was 
followed by an index of subjects in 1853, and four supplements to 
the original author catalogue were published between 1840-60, and a 
list of the transactions, periodicals and memoirs was issued in 1890. 

THE Southport Libraries have been improved considerably of 
late, consequent, no doubt, upon the recommendations made recently 
upon the system by Mr. Jast. The lending libraries have been 
arranged for open-access, after weeding out some 3,000 books, the 
remainder being classified by Dewey, and sheaf catalogues intro- 
duced. Mr. F. A. Mills, the librarian, is to be congratulated upon 
his energy and the success attending it. 

At Weston-super-Mare the Libraries Committee has been 
ordered by the Council to withdraw Masefield’s Everlasting Mercy, 
in which Councillor Chivers, who moved its rejection with success, 
averred that he found several swear words ‘‘ and references to 
women of a certain character.” A lengthy discussion resulted in 
the rejection of the book by 11 votes to 3. Will Masefield ever have 
a better advertisement in Weston ? 


TO SERVE THEIR COUNTRY. 


Berry (W. T.), Chief Assistant at St. Bride General Library 
(R.A.M.C.). 

CaRLISLE (A. D.), Port Elizabeth Public Library, South Africa, 
(First Brigade, S.A., Overseas Expeditionary Force). 

Dams (R. B.), Assistant, Reference Library, Birmingham, 
(14th Royal Warwickshire Regiment). 

Danby (A. E.), Assistant, Taunton Public Library, 4th Super- 
numery Company, 5th Battalion Somerset Light Infantry. 
Attached to Army Ordnance Corps. 

Witson (H.), Assistant, Spring Hill Library, Birmingham 
(Inns of Court Officers’ Training Corps). 
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NOTES. 


October sees the beginning of the educational programme of 
library students. One cannot help reflecting that the path of 
students to-day has been greatly simplified. Ten or twelve years 
ago the profession was almost without text books. Nowadays there 
are few branches of our work which have not been covered by 
satisfactory treatises, as a glance at the Grafton Company's 
catalogue will show. It may not be out of place to urge upon 
all book-buyers the desirability of library text books. This year 
the L.A. has placed the fence of an elementary examination 
between would-be students and the technical examinations. We 
have already referred to this elementary test. All students who 
do not already possess one or more L.A. certificates must now 
present tbe certificate of the Oxford or Cambridge Junior Locals, 
or of the Second Class College of Preceptors Examinations, or 
some university certificate of similar grade, or, in place of these, 
must submit to a preliminary examination of the Library Associa- 
tion. This examination includes English and English literature, 
and a good knowledge of the three R’s. The test will not be 
difficult, in fact, one that will stimulate a good student. It will, 
however, weed out many of the unfit, and prevent assistants who 
have not the necessary educational foundation from wasting their 
time over technical examinations. This will be all to the good. 

Mr. CHARLES NOWELL, the sub-librarian of the Norwich Public 
Library, is the compiler of an ‘‘ Index nominum : being an Index 
to the Christian names and surnames mentioned in Walter Rye’s 
Norfolk Families.” The work, according to Mr. Rye, ‘‘ has been 
carefully and very creditably done,” is published by Messrs. 
Roberts & Co., of Norwich, at Ios. 6d. net. 

PROF. GRIERSON, the convener of the Book Sub-Committee 
of the Aberdeen Public Libraries, has been appointed to the Chair 
of Literature at Edinburgh University, in succession to Professor 
Saintsbury. In his valedictory remarks at Aberdeen Professor 
Grierson expressed the hope that ‘‘ the link between the Univer- 
sity and the Public Library would not be broken, for this was one 
of the ways in which the University and Town Council could 
co-operate to the advantage of the community.” 

The House of Cassell announces for publication this month, 
Samuel Coleridge- Taylor, Musician, by Mr. W. C. Berwick Sayers. 
This is the authentic biography of the greatest of coloured musicians, 
upon which Mr. Sayers has been engaged for more than two years. 
Cassell’s Book Talk states in connexion with the work: ‘‘ Of the 
fascination the tale of his life holds for a biographer, it is needless to 
speak. Mr. Berwick Sayers has brought to his loving task an 
enthusiasm which makes his volume charming reading.” 

The Royal Colonial Institute is about to publish a bibliography 
of works contained in the Library of the Institute, relating to 
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foreign colonisation. In view of the attempts of Germany to 
establish a dominating position on the Dark Continent, this biblio- 
graphy should be of great use to students of German designs in 
Africa. It deals not only with German colonisation, but with the 
colonising efforts of France, Belgium, Holland, Spain, Portugal, and 
Italy, and thus covers the colonial activities of the chief European 
nations. An introduction by Mr. Evans Lewin, the Librarian 
of the Institute, calls attention to the need for a more thorough 
examination of foreign colonial administration. 

Part I. of Volume 19 of Norfolk Archaeology, the official 
publication of the Norfolk and Norwich Archeological Society, 
contains a long valuable article by the Very Rev. the Dean of 
Norwich (H. C. Beeching, D.D., D.Litt.), on ‘‘ The Library of the 
Cathedral Church of Norwich.”” The author deals with his subject 
under the following headings: Donors, The Dependent Priories 
Service Books, Registers, The Library Building, and Site of the 
Monastic Library. Illustrations are given of some Norwich 
Priory press-marks, a list of books belonging to Simon Bozoun 
Prior of Norwich (1345-52) with the prices given for them, from his 
copy of the ‘‘ Polychronicon,” and the front page of ‘‘ Domesday 
Book” of Norwich Priory. Dr. Montague Rhodes James, Provost, 
of King’s College, Cambridge, contributes an appendix, being a 
list of all the books formerly belonging to the Priory, which he has 
succeeded in tracing up to the present. 

‘* BOOKS ON THE GREAT War,” BY F. W. T. LANGE AND W. T. 
BerrY.—The third volume of this work is now ready, bringing the 
literature down to the end of July, r915. Mr. W. T. Berry, having 
lately left St. Bride’s Library on military service, Mr. Lange has 
arranged to continue the work with the assistance of Mr. Lawrence 
H. Dawson, author of ‘‘ Historical Allusions,” ‘‘ A Book of the 
Saints,” ‘‘ Why the Nations are at War,” &c., &c. 


REVIEWS. 


GENERAL BOOKS, 


HuMPHREYS, RACHEL, F.R.G.S. Travels East of Suez. Demy 8vo. 
pp. 223. 1915. Heath, Cranton & Ouseley, Ltd. 7s. 6d. net. 
Entertaining and chatty sketches of Colombo, Kandy, Calcutta, Benares, 

Delhi, Bombay, and many other cities, ‘‘ east of Suez,’’ as _ the title implies 

are contained in this volume, but they do not bring much that is new to the 

reader’s attention, and they are best regarded merely as the lighter experiences 
of a pleasant tour. 


FICTION. 


Gray, Cari. (C. C. Park). Tales of Old California. Cr. 8vo., 
pp. 255. 1915. Heath, Cranton & Ouseley, Ltd., 3s. 6d. net. 
A collection of twelve good stories, giving a new and vivid insight into 
life as lived in the Spanish homes of Old California. Girls in full short 
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crimson skirts and mantillas, typical caballeros in gold-braided sombreros 
and mantles, and the foreign Gringo, or American, step in and out of these 
readable pages. The atmosphere and locality give a homogenous interest, 
and, indeed, the stories err on the side of sameness, except in outstanding 
instances such as ‘‘ Conchita’s Vocation ” and ‘‘ Faith Cure of Dos Alamos,"’. . 
where the central idea is novel and powerful, in the first case being almost 
gruesome in its intensity. We suggest that, if he has not already done so, 
the author should write a novel, instead of short stories, with the same back- 
ground and similar characters, to secure a more certain success. 


PROFESSIONAL LITERATURE. 


The Library Adventures of Bob and Elizabeth, MAriE LOUISE 
PrREvosT, Assistant Librarian, Free Public Library, Elizabeth, 
N.J. pp.[16]. 8vo. 1915. The H. W. Wilson Co., White 
Plains, N.Y. 

Eighty Tales of Valor and Romance for Boys and Girls. Prepared 
by the Children’s Department of the Cleveland Public Library, 
1914-1915. pp. 14. 8vo. 1915. The H. W. Wilson Co., 
White Plains, N.Y. 

The Baby’s Rights from Birth to Third Year. A List of some of 
the best books for mothers and nurses. Compiled by the 
Free Public Library of Newark, N.J. pp.16. 12mo. 1915. 
The H. W. Wilson Co., White Plains, N.Y. 

Fairy Stories to Tell and Suggestions for the Story Teller. Compiled 
by Nina C. Brotherton, Instructor in Story Telling. ([Cleve- 
land Public Library Reprint.] pp. 16. 8vo. 1915. The 
H. W. Wilson Co., White Plains, N.Y. 

These four pamphlets are very characteristic of American library method. 
The children are to be captured for the Library as early as possible. The 
little story of Bob and Elizabeth scattered among school children would no 
doubt be excellent propaganda, and the special list of Tales of Valor and 
Romance would help to hold those who responded. The list on the service 
of H.M. the Baby is a hint that might well be noted by librarians on this 
side. Finally, the special training of some American assistants is indicated 
by the last item. 


Bostwick (ARTHUR E.). The Making of an American's Library. 
8vo. pp. 8+160. 1915. Little, Brown & Co., Boston. $1 net. 
Written by Arthur E. Bostwick, Librarian of the St. Louis Public 

Library, this book is frankly designed as constructive. Its object is to help 

the man or the woman who is a real reader to build up a real library—-the 

library which, however humble, will be the library of real service, and not the 
library of mere show. The chapter titles are: ‘‘ Books as Room-mates,” 

“ The Art of Browsing,”’ “ A Literary Laboratory,” ‘‘ The Boy and the Book,”’ 

and “ Recuperative Bibliophily.”. Many pages deal with the subject from 

the point of view of the public librarian, and such topics as book-selection 
and the relations between the library and the private collector are handled 
in an interesting manner. 

The Library Miscellany. Vol. 3, Nos. r and 2. Jan.-April, 1915. 
8vo. Baroda. 4s. per annum. 

We are glad to receive this interesting record of library progress in the 
native State of Baroda. H.H. the Gaikwar has done great work in assisting 
the development of a public library system throughout his dominions. In 


THE LiBRARY WORLD. 


addition to the large section in the native language, over sopp. are occupied with 

articles on the University and Library of Louvain, German Libraries, a 

Library Exhibition at Mehsana, the Library Movement in Mysore, and other 

interesting topics. 

Dana (Joun Cotton). Modern American Library Economy, as 
Illustrated by the Newark, N.J., Free Public Library. Vol. 2. 
Part 17. Maps, Atlases and Geographical Publications. 
Being the revision and enlargement of the second part of 
the Business Branch pamphlet published in 1910. By Sarah 
B. Ball. 8vo. pp. 8+46. 1915. Elm Tree Press, Wood- 
stock, Vt. Grafton & Co., London. 

This part of Mr. Dana’s exhaustive work gives full details of the methods 
of selecting, purchasing, mounting, displaying and circulating maps and 
atlases. Even the most highly organised libraries will find many hints of 
value. 


REPORTS. 


Burnley (County Borough) First Annual Report of the Public 
Library Committee, 1914-15. 

Income {1,165 (rate {1,110 ; other £55) ; expenditure, books, 
binding and newspapers, £599 ; salaries £254; alterations, {144 ; 
maintenance, {168. Stock : Lending 6,809, reference 70. Issues : 
Lending, 109,597; reference, 2,984 (estimated). Six lectures 
were given, amongst which we notice one by the Librarian on the 
** Story of the Printed Book.” A satisfactory first report showing 
an unusual turn-over of stock. 


Fulham (Metropolitan Borough) Public Libraries, Twenty- 
Seventh Annual Report, 1914-15. Population 160,000. No finan- 
cial statement. Stock: Lending, 41,955 volumes; reference, 
9,950 volumes. Issues: Lending, 424,861 volumes; reference 
46,438 volumes. 

In spite of large enlistments in the forces (which have mainly 
been filled by the appointment of girls temporarily) the Libraries 
have been very active. Various courses of lectures have been 
given ; and a holiday literature exhibition has been held, at which 
the chief and deputy librarians gave lantern lectures on holiday 
resorts. 

Kingston-upon-Thames (Borough) Annual Report of the 
Committee for the Public Library, Museum and Art Gallery, 
1914-15. Population 37,975. Income, £1,406 (rate—1}d.—{£1,290; 
other {116) ; expenditure, {1,427 (books, binding and periodicals, 
£296 ; loans, £286; salaries and wages, £543). Stock: Lending 
15,638 volumes, reference 3,878. Issues, 95,610 volumes and 
magazines. 

The library was affected adversely by the war, a decrease of 
14,223 volumes being recorded. There are many activities recorded : 
weekly lectures to adults, five exhibitions, juvenile work, &c. 
Sunday opening produced an average attendance of 64, as compared 


| 

| | 


122 THE LIBRARY WORLD. 


with 166 in the previous year. A donation of 1,500 volumes 
was received by the will of Mrs. John Shrubsole. The sub-librarian 
and senior assistant are serving in H.M. Forces, and their places 
have been supplied temporarily by women assistants. A quarterly 
journal is issued gratis. A record of excellent work pursued in 
difficult circumstances. 


Rawtenstall (Borough). Ninth Annual Report of Public 
Library Art Gallery and Museum, 1914-15. 

Population 30,000 approximate. No financial statement. 
Stock : Lending, 15,447 volumes ; reference 3,508 volumes. Issues : 
Lending, 100,936 volumes, reference 12,413 volumes. The exten- 
sion of the public library has been completed satisfactorily, and the 
issues have increased in spite of the war. Lectures were given 
under the auspices of the Gilchrist Trust, and the Librarian appeals 
for a guarantor’s committee to enable him to make lectures a 
permanent feature. ‘‘ Public lectures are a very crying necessity 
in this town.” 

Westminster (City). Report of the Public Libraries Committee, 
1914-15. 

Income, £12,365 (rate £11,949; other £415). Expenditure : 
Mortgage loan charges, £2,172; books, binding and periodicals, 
£2,254; salaries, £5,079; rent, rates, &c., £844. Stock (four 
libraries) : Lending, 83,650 volumes; reference, 44,698. Issues : 
Lending, 302,879 ; reference, 173,734. Fiction percentage 34.91. 
The libraries have acquired a collection of extra-illustrated works 
on Kent and Thanet. 2,960 volumes have been replaced. The 
steady increase in the use of the reference libraries hitherto has 
not been maintained ; a decrease of 22,898 volumes being recorded, 
** mainly due to loss of readers through enlistment in the forces,” 
but also to the earlier closing of the department. Sunday opening 
has been abandoned because of ‘‘ a steadily diminishing attendance, 
and also to the shortness of staff consequent upon enlistments.” 
12 of the clerical staff have enlisted, and six of the hall-porters and 
attendants; and temporary assistants have been appointed. 
Mr. W. H. Purkis, of the South Audley Street Library, fell in the 
action on Hill 60. The magazine reading-room at the Buckingham 
Palace Library has been closed temporarily, and the general hours 
of opening were shortened one hour daily, at 9 p.m., instead of 
1o p.m. The closed department was used by the local Relief 
Committee, and stationery for the use of soldiers and nurses has 
been provided at the libraries, ‘‘ a privilege which has been freely 
availed of and appreciated.” Old books and magazines have been 
sent to the troops. 

Readers should examine this report as a model statement of a 
year’s work. 
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Public Library of the District of Columbia. Monthly Bulletin, 
August, 1915. Information for readers, classified lists of additions. 


Croydon Readers’ Index, September-October, 1915. 

Brevities, annotated list of additions on the war, and annotated 
lists of new books. In spite of some reduction necessitated by 
the war, the Jndex still holds its position as quite the’ best of 
English library magazines. Amongst the brevities is the following 
note: ‘‘ Holidays at Brighton.—Through the courtesy of the 
Library Committee at Brighton, and of the Director, Mr. H. D. 
Roberts, an arrangement has been made whereby readers on the 
list of borrowers of the Croydon Public Libraries may, while on 
holiday at Brighton . . . borrow books from the Lending 
Library, without charge, and without the trouble and delay of 
obtaining a local guarantee. To obtain this privilege the reader 
must sign a form to be obtained on application at any of the 
Croydon Libraries. This form, when signed by the Chief Librarian 
of Croydon or his representative, must be given up at Brighton, 
and on the applicant again signing at the Brighton Library, a 
borrower’s ticket will be immediately issued to him or her, on which 
books may be borrowed freely during the duration of the stay.” 

Nottingham Library Bulletin, September, 1915. Contains 
special lists of books on Europe (Lapland, Malta, Mediterranean, 
and Norway) ; of novels (L-M) ; recent additions ; supplement to 
French Fiction catalogue ; special list on Russian language and 
literature. Occasional notes. Bulletin is not annotated, but 
contents of collections of essays are set out. 

Wigan Public Libraries. Quarterly Record, April to June, 
1915. The additions to the reference, lending and Powell Boys’ 
libraries are listed separately, wi 4 occasional annotations. 


LIBRARY ASSOCIATIONS. 
THE LIBRARY ASSISTANTS’ ASSOCIATION. 
NORTH-WESTERN BRANCH. 

ANNUAL MEETING AT DARWEN. 


The First Annual! Meeting of the North-Western Branch of 
the L.A.A. was held by kind permission of the Library and Museum 
Committee at the Public Library, Darwen, on Wednesday, 
September 15th. 

The members were received at the Public Library by Mr. 
Pomfret, and shortly afterwards proceeded for a ramble through 
Sunnyhurst Wood and Bold Venture Park, under the guidance of 
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Mr. N. Jepson, Vice-Chairman of the Library Committee, and 
Mr. Pomfret. After a brief inspection of the Library they were 
entertained to tea by Mr. and Mrs. Pomfret, and heartily welcomed 
to Darwen by Mr. N. Jepson and Dr. Ballantyne, Members of the 
Library Committee. On the motion of Mr. James Hutt, M.A., 
and Mr. James Hindle a hearty vote of thanks was accorded to 
the host and hostess. 


In reply Mr. Pomfret said he was pleased to have the Assis- 
tants’ Association holding a meeting in Darwen, and hoped that 
the whole of the proceedings would make their visit a pleasant 
memory. He congratulated the Association on the work accom- 
plished during the year, and wished it continued success. There 
were difficult times ahead ; at the present moment national com- 
mittees were using libraries for purposes of informing and steadying 
public opinion in matters relative to the war, to help recruiting, 
and for urging the claims and advantages of the National War 
Loans, whilst on the other hand an important Government depart- 
ment had pointed to libraries, inter alia, as a civic activity which 
should have its resources cut down. He whole-heartedly supported 
economy in public and private life, wherever it could be practised 
without impairing efficiency, and where the luxuries of life were 
concerned, but any drastic cutting down of the income of libraries 
would be the greatest mistake possible in this hour of the country’s 
need. Libraries were not luxuries, but were necessary for doing a 
certain kind of work no other organisation, new or old, could 
perform so well, and at such little cost to the country. The need 
and the success of the Library movement had been amply justified 
in the present war. Referring to the qualifications of a librarian, 
Mr. Pomfret agreed with Mr. Edwards that he must be a lover 
of books, a man of methodical habits, of an organising mind, of 
genial and courteous demeanour. These were still the main 
qualifications of the librarian, and not so easy of attainment as 
they seemed at first blush. Yet what one lacked in inherent 
knowledge could be accomplished by good training and per- 
severance. 


At the business meeting which followed the Annual Report 
was presented and adopted. The retiring officers and members 
of Committee were re-elected, and to the two newly-created 
positions on the Committee, Miss Cross (Manchester), and Mr. 
R. G. Williams (Bolton) were elected. During the absence of 
Mr. Maurice J. Wrigley on active service, Mr. T. A. Barnett, 
University Library, Manchester, kindly consented to act as Hon. 
Treasurer of the Branch. 


The Hon. President (Mr. James Hutt, M.A.), in a short address, 
gave an interesting réswmé of the results of the recommendations 
of the Special Education Enquiry Committee of the Library 
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Association. The circular sent to all libraries asking for informa- 
tion as to the use of certificates had brought various replies, and 
revealed many curious methods when appointments or promotions 
were being made. It had also brought out the desire that exists 
in many parts of the country for organised classes in the subjects 
of the examinations ; and failing such, a wish for correspondence 
tuition. The conduct of the examinations, the system of teaching, 
and the final diploma, were dealt with, the decisions of the Council 
on each point being given and explained. The facts that a local 
Education Committee of the North-Western Branch had been 
formed at the request of the Library Association, and that this 
Committee were about to consider the question of forming classes 
in various districts to prepare junior assistants for the preliminary 
examination now required, were announcements specially welcomed 
by the meeting. Mr. Hutt closed by advising all present to take 
the Examinations, as it is evident that candidates holding L.A. 
certificates were being preferred when appointments were to be 
made. As the outcome of a spirited discussion, in which Messrs. 
Ashton, Edge, Hindle, Holgate, Merrishaw, Pomfret, and Miss 
Quinn took part, the following resolutions were carried unani- 
mously :— 

1. “ That owing to the lack of facilities for oral instruction, the N.W. 
Branch of the L.A.A., respectfully urges the Council of the Library 
Association to arrange Correspondence Classes in every section of the 
Professional Syllabus, irrespective of the number of candidates 
enrolled in any subject.” 

2. ‘‘ That the N.W. Branch of the L.A.A. urges the Council of the Library 
Association to hold the professional examinations at intervals of 
six months instead of annually, as hitherto.” 

3. ‘“* That the N.W. Branch of the L.A.A. respectfully urges the Council 
of the Library Association to announce the subjects of essays to be 
written for the examinations, in the syllabus of the examinations, 
and not a few months before the examinations, as hitherto.” 

Mr. R. C. Williams (Bolton) followed with an admirable 
paper on ‘‘ The importance of book selection,” and this in turn 
evoked considerable discussion and praise. 

With votes of thanks to Mr. Pomfret and the Darwen Committee 
and to the readers of papers, a meeting full of interest and pleasure 
terminated. 


THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 


Courses of Lectures in Section III. (Classification), by Mr. L. 
Stanley Jast, Librarian, Croydon Public Libraries ; and Section V. 
(Library Foundation and Equipment), by Mr. H. W. Fovargue, 
Town Clerk, Eastbourne, and E. A. Baker, M.A., D.Lit., Hon. Sec., 
Education Committee, will be given at Caxton Hall, Westminster, 
S.W., on Wednesdays, commencing October 13th. Library 
Foundation at 2.45 p.m., and Classification at 4.15 p.m. 
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Courses of Lectures in Section IV. (Cataloguing), by Mr. J. H. 
Quinn, Librarian, Chelsea Public Library, and Section VI. (Library 
Routine), by Messrs. W. McGill, Branch Librarian, West Islington 
Public Library, and James D. Young, Sub-Librarian, Greenwich 
Public Libraries, will be held on Wednesdays, at Caxton Hall, 
Westminster, S.W., commencing early in January, 1916. 

Fee, 12s. 6d. a course. A special fee of {1 will be charged to 
any student enrolling at the beginning of the session for one course 
of lectures in each term. 

Correspondence Classes will commence early in October in 
Section 2, part 2 (Practical Bibliography), conducted by Mr. R. A. 
Peddie, Librarian, Technical Library, St. Bride Foundation 
Institute ; part 3 (Book Selection), by Mr. J. D. Young, Sub- 
Librarian, Public Libraries, Greenwich ; Section 3 (Classification), 
by Mr. H. A. — Public Library, Croydon ; Section IV. (Cata- 
loguing), by Miss E. S. Fegan, M.A., Librarian, Ladies’ College, 
Cheltenham ; Section V., (Library Foundation and Equipment), 
by Mr. G. E. Roebuck, Librarian, Public Lib: , Walthamstow ; 
Section VI. (Library Routine), by Mr. W. S. C. Rae, Librarian, 
Public Libraries, Fulham. Fee, tos. for each course, 15s. for 
students abroad. The last date of entry for lectures and classes 
October 11th. Full particulars on application to Ernest A. Baker, 
M.A., D.Lit.,]J Hon. Sec., Education Committee, Caxton Hall, 
Westminster, S.W. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


To the Editor of Tue Liprary Wor -p. 

Dear Sir,—At last I begin to understand why the meetings 
of that august body, the L.A. Council, are attended with such 
small results. 

Our witty and learned friends with the Grecian names have 
shed light upon the darkness. 

Alas what can one expect when it is definitely stated that 
their deliberations always end in smoke. 

“ How are the mighty fallen.” 


Yours faithfully, 
Pusiic Liprary, KETTERING, KATE. E. PIERCE. 
October 8th, 1915. 
HOLIDAYS AND LIBRARIES. 


To the Editor of THe Liprary Wor Lp. 

Dear Sir,—With reference to your editorial paragraph 
concerning holiday reading facilities, the following particulars 
concerning the granting of such facilities at the Rochdale libraries 
may perhaps be of interest. The privilege of obtaining extra books 
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for holiday reading was first granted here during the holiday 
months of July and August, 1913. The privilege was readily 
taken advantage of by borrowers, and 345 extra volumes were so 
issued. The experiment was continued again during the holiday 
months of last year, but the outbreak of war prevented much use 
being made of the privilege, only 149 extra volumes being issued, 
This year, owing to a more settled state of affairs in the country, 
full use has been made of the privilege, 340 extra volumes having 
been issued. 

This system of issuing extra books has worked quite smoothly 
in practice, and has been considerably appreciated by the borrowers 
here. The books are issued on temporary extra tickets on which, 
for the sake of simplicity and to avoid unnecessary delay at the 
moment of issue, nothing but the borrower’s number is written. 
There is no fixed limit to the number of extra volumes which may 
be borrowed, but few borrowers have asked to have more than two 
or three extra volumes issued to them. All extra volumes issued 
are subject to the usual rules and regulations, as regards time 
allowed for reading, fines, &c. My chief, Mr. R. J. Gordon, was 
first induced to try the experiment at Rochdale, by having seen the 
system in practice at the Cardiff Public Libraries. 

Yours faithfully, 
PusBLic LIBRARIES, ROCHDALE, Cc. STOTT. 


September 21st, 1915. 


“BETTER TO REIGN IN HELL THAN SERVE IN 
HEAVEN !” 


DeaR ERATOSTHENES, F.L.A.,—Under the wicked title of 
‘* Better to reign in Hell than serve in Heaven” in the August 
issue of THE LIBRARY WORLD, you mention, among other things, 
** little societies revolving round Birmingham and Nottingham,” 
deploring the fact that they do not co-operate with any national 
body. Speaking with some degree of interest concerning the 
little society which revolves round Nottingham—the North-Midland 
Library Association (which embraces Derbyshire, Leicestershire, 
Lincolnshire, Nottinghamshire, Northamptonshire, &c.)—this 
Association is a subscribing body to the Library Association, 
although not officially ‘‘ affiliated.” 

As regards official affiliation, this was not possible, not because 
our principles differ one iota (you will see by the enclosed propa- 
ganda circular that they are identical), but owing to there being an 
insufficient number of Library Association members, apart from 
local members, to apply for the necessary charter within the stated 
time defined by the ‘‘ powers that be.” 

But we do surely ‘‘ co-operate,” my dear Eratosthenes. 
The annual report of the N.M.L.A. is included in the L.A, Annual 
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Report, thereby reflecting or otherwise any credit for work done 
by us on the parent body, and we report all our meetings to the 
L.A. Record regularly. At the present moment we are endeavouring 
to make arrangements with the L.A. Education Committee re- 
arding the organising of teaching and examinations in our centre. 
do not let it ‘‘ grieve your heart ” to think that we ‘‘ cannot 
live in unity.” The following is not official, but—a dog can be a 
faithful creature even if he isn’t attached by a chain to his master ! 


With compliments, dear Eratosthenes, F.L.A., 
Yours for co-operation, 
W. A. BRISCOE, F.L.A., 


Hon. Sec. North-Midland 
Library Association. 


Dear Mr. Epitor,—On the principle of audi alterem partem, 
I hope you will find space for the above letter and for this rejoinder. 
Mr. Briscoe is a worthy son of a worthy and honoured librarian, 
and one who has devoted unsparing energy to the cause of the 
Association of which he is honorary secretary. It is therefore 
with admiration for his practical work that I say his conclusions 
are based on false premises. Numerically the N.M.L.A. is a small 
association, and is actually detrimental to the Library Association 
in the following manner. Mr. Jast laid down a sound axiom that 
‘* it should not be consonant with the self-respect of any assistant 
with a salary of {80 or more not to spend one guinea per annum on 
membership of the L.A.” On Mr. Briscoe’s showing the N.M.L.A. 
embraces five or six counties; these according to Prof. Adams’ 
Report, have 38 libraries, and staffs totalling 147. Yet, Mr. 
Briscoe argues that his area cannot produce the 20 members 
necessary to secure the certificate for the foundation of a Branch. 
In officers alone the Association has eleven qualified members ! 
Meanwhile, librarians in the area find that they have a cheap 
* association at hand, join it, and postpone or neglect their responsi- 
bility to the parent body ; and, in fact, as a result, the N.M.L.A. is 
an unconscious obstacle to the L.A. 

The inclusion of the N.M.L.A. report in the annual report of 
the L.A. has no meaning beyond the fact that the latter endeavours 
to include all library societies’ reports, whether affiliated or not. 
Surely, Mr. Briscoe remembers that they were included before the 
District Association became a member of the L.A. 

In all soberness, the N.M.L.A. has an excellent record for 
which we are grateful ; but its influence is local, and to that extent 
antagonistic to the spirit of unity and solidarity, which in these 
trying times is the need of the hour. 

Yours truly, 


ERATOSTHENES. 
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THE NEW VOLUME 


commenced with July issue 
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Please enter my name as a Subscriber to The Library World for 
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An Annotated Bibliography 
of Literature issued dur- 
ing the European Conflict. 


By 
F. W. T. Lange & W. T. Berry, 


(St. Bride Foundation Libraries). 


Preface by R. A. Peddie. 
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Croydon Public Libraries. Author of “The Children’s Library,” etc. 
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JAMES DOUGLAS STEWART 


Islington Public Libraries. Author of “The Sheaf Catalogue,” “How 
to Use a Library,” etc. Editor of “The English Catalogue of Books.” 


A complete handbook for the preparation of any kind of 
Card Catalogue for any kind of Library. Included also 


are chapterson OTHER LIBRARY USES OF CARDS 


CONTENTS. 
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oa Ill. Cards: Their Varieties and Cost. 
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Vv. Author Cards. 
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- TX. Guiding and Indexing. 
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Part Liprary Uses or Carns. 
Chapter XI. The Use of Cards in Book Selection. 
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= XIV. The Periodical Check. 
Appenpix.—A Select Bibliography of Card Cataloguing. 
INDEX. 


Royal 8vo., about 90 pages with numerous illustrations 
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